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the national life of the French Canadian does not ex-
clude a broader life within the geographic and political
borders of all Canada; nor can it fail to enrich such a
life. The reverse is equally true, always under certain
conditions which themselves derive from historic fact.

The history of French rule in Canada leaves no
doubt as to the intentions of the discoverers and
founders of the country. The lure of material wealth
inspired many actions, but beyond question French
rule in America, for more than a hundred and fifty
years, was dominated by spiritual considerations and
moral preoccupations, the like of which has rarely been
found in history. If the ancestors of the Canadians of
today were not always the models of virtue that cer-
tain writers pretend they were, or if they did not
always resist the evil tendencies of human nature, they
deserved nevertheless all the admiration that the most
impartial historians, French or English, Protestant or
Catholic, have expressed for them. The Canadian epic
was mystic from its very beginning and, at least for a
century and a half, it never ceased entirely to be so. It
was heroic, too, and in many cases, marvellous, and
well justified these terms given by history to the deeds
and acts of hundreds of thousands of men and women,
explorers, missionaries, soldiers and colonists. The
people, few in number and humble in station, who
lived and made that epic had by 1760 succeeded in
placing on a solid basis a civilization whose originality
and incontestable value has been stressed by con-
temporaries. Economic factors, political institutions,
spiritual energy: in 1760 nothing was lacking to assure
their complete blossoming.

Then the great break took place which was deplor-